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Good morning.  

Thank you, Excellency Prime Minister Tiao, for hosting us today in Burkina Faso.  And for your 
partnership and collaborative spirit, thank you to the Coordinating Minister of CILSS; to the 
European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid, and Crisis Response; 
to the President’s Representative to the West African Economic and Monetary Union; to the 
President’s Representative to the ECOWAS Commission; to the President of the Sahel and West 
African Club; to the Executive Secretary of CILSS; to the  members of the diplomatic missions 
international and inter-African organizations; and honorable invitees.  

It is a sincere pleasure to be back here in Burkina Faso this week. I last visited Burkina Faso in 
February as part of the United States’ strong commitment to taking early action in response to 
early warnings of potential food crisis in the Sahel. I had the opportunity to visit Togouri, where 
I met four women who were farming onions. Among them they had no husbands and 31 
children. With poor rains, they had not been able to harvest any of their rain-fed crops. 
However, as a result of investments in small-scale irrigation and alternative crops as well as 
ensured access to land, these women were able to grow onions—even during the dry season. 
This crop meant that they could provide nutritious meals for their families and send their 
children to school.  

One of these women, Safieta, told me she was ‘resilient now, just like the onions.’ 

This is why we’re all here today: to align our efforts to build this kind of resilience for millions 
throughout the Sahel with the launch of the Global Alliance for Resilience in the Sahel, better 
known as AGIR. This new initiative was established to bring together international development 
partners and regional organizations to support inclusive country-led plans to build resilience 
and stop the cycles of crisis and food insecurity that continue to plague this part of the world.  



The human suffering we witnessed in 2011 and 2012 in the Horn of Africa and the Sahel is 
unacceptable. Yet it has also catalyzed unprecedented action by the international community 
and African leadership to chart a new way forward. In just the last year, we have seen a new, 
shared recognition that recurrent shocks are driving the same communities in the same regions 
into crisis again and again. And with the reality of climate change, we are already seeing these 
shocks come more intensely and more frequently. In some places, these rates could increase 
dramatically.  

We know that when shocks hit—droughts, floods, locusts—it is inevitably the most vulnerable 
populations that are the hardest hit, often without the chance to recover before new shocks 
strike. The outcome is a cycle of crisis that millions cannot escape, resulting in great hardship, 
great costs, and the loss of hard-won development gains.  

The World Bank recently found that prolonged drought cost the Government of Kenya $12 
billion, primarily due to the loss of livestock. It also found that, in the last 30 years, one out of 
every three dollars spent on development is lost as a result of disasters and crisis. These are 
losses that none of us can afford to sustain. Here in the Sahel, with the population anticipated 
to double by 2050, the challenges become ever greater, and time is not on our side.  

Our gathering today to collectively launch AGIR acknowledges these realities but, also, 
importantly signifies that we have identified and committed to a better way. By working 
together at the international, regional, and country levels, we can get ahead of crisis and bring 
the kind of resilience-building results we are already seeing at the household and community 
levels to scale for millions across the Sahel.  

The stakes are simply too high to turn back. That’s why at USAID we are committed to doing 
business differently. Just this week, USAID launched its first ever policy and program guidance 
on resilience, formalizing key operational changes to better enable our teams to reach these 
vital goals. This new guidance, “Building Resilience to Recurrent Crisis,” commits USAID to 
putting more of its development focus on the most vulnerable, to building the adaptive 
capacity of these populations, and to improving the ability of communities, countries, and 
systems to manage risk.  

We are bringing our humanitarian and development teams together to identify and support 
shared solutions and maximize the impact of current programs. By layering, integrating, and 
sequencing these investments, we can build resilience to recurrent shocks and help even the 
most vulnerable establish a firm footing on the pathway toward inclusive growth.   

These changes build on USAID’s work in disaster risk reduction and in managing the effects of 
global climate change. These are vital elements of any strategy to build resilience to crisis and 
to ensure greater food security.  



Our commitment to building resilience complements Feed the Future, an initiative launched by 
President Obama in 2009 reflecting the U.S. government’s strong commitment to supporting 
agricultural development and economic growth in Africa.  

USAID’s efforts to build to resilience and pledge to play an active, supportive role in AGIR also 
rests on a focus on those most at risk—on the small farmers, on the children suffering from 
malnutrition at staggering rates during their first thousand days, just when they need it the 
most. Finally, at the heart of our efforts to build resilience are the women, who often have 
claim to the least yet we know hold the key to the future for so many of these communities. 

The U.S. commitment to a strong humanitarian response in the Sahel remains unwavering. We 
know that acting early in the fall of 2011 in response to early warnings of a pending drought 
helped prevent conditions from becoming even worse. We have committed $445m in 
humanitarian assistance to meet urgent needs just this year. As we continue to save lives, we 
are also committed to building more resilient livelihoods for the people of the Sahel. 

The United States fully endorses the AGIR Declaration put forward today. We look forward to 
the completion of the AGIR Roadmap in 2013 and to working with the Club du Sahel, ECOWAS, 
EUMOA, CILSS and the EU as well as with the perseverant people of this region to build the 
resilience they deserve.  

We have an extraordinary moment of opportunity in Africa. According to analysis by the 
Economist, six of the 10 fastest-growing economies of the first decade of the 21st century were 
in sub-Saharan Africa. Looking ahead, the IMF predicts that seven of the 10 fastest-growing 
economies from 2011-2015 will also be in Africa. By securing a place for the most vulnerable on 
the pathway toward development and mitigating the high price of shocks—both the human 
suffering and the economic loss—we can make even greater gains for the continent and ensure 
inclusive growth for all.   

Thank you for your time and for your sustained commitment. May we reconvene in five years 
to celebrate the results we’ve achieved together–and may we all have the chance to meet 
many, many more like Safieta, ready and resilient to weather the next storm.  
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